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County Line Quilt Guild 
January 2019 

January Meetings:  Thursdays Jan.9 & Jan 23 at 6:30 PM  

Crossroads Community Church 1341 Edgell Road  
Framingham, MA 01701 

 
 

President's message 
 
A new decade is here. Let's make it a decade of connections, starting with each other. At 
meetings we collaborate, inspire, share a bite to eat and catch up with friends. 
Research shows that being a member of a group is as beneficial as exercise or quitting 
smoking! It combats depression and improves mental health. So, speaking as someone 
who doesn't do enough exercise, I'm so glad to rely on all of you for my good health and 
positive outlook! 
As we enter a decade where it's all too easy to lose real connection due to the lure of 
technology, we have each other. In 2020 County Line Quilt Guild offers two retreats, 
multiple meetings and "Sew and Tell" to build real life friendships.  Please join us at a 
retreat if you are able, I promise you won't regret it. Let your family know that CLQG not 
only keeps you healthy but helps you produce beautiful quilts that will last for decades to 
come. 
Happy quilting, 

 

 

 

 

Brenda W.  
 

Programs                    
  
It's a New Year & time again to rev-up our CL Programs. 

If you want to join the challenge that Ellie presented at our September /October meetings, you’ll 
find the Aunt Sukey’s Choice and Wind Mill blocks below.  Grab your graph paper and start 
coloring in the blocks or sew up some blocks and fit them together in different ways until you 
find the design most pleasing. 

Melanie V. reminded us of her Quilty 365 where she sewed 1 block each day for a full year.  At 
the end she had a fabric diary of her year.  Congratulations to those who have decided to do a 
similar project or even to sew just one seam a day.  It’s not too late to join in.  We’d love to hear 
about your project. 

Our next meeting is Thursday January 9th.  This is a Sew & Tell meeting so bring a project to 
work on.  There will also be a demonstration by Pat Zamarro about using pool noodles to help 
baste a quilt.  This will be very helpful if you have a large quilt and need to use the floor to lay it 
out.  Don’t miss this special demo.  Your knees will thank you. 

Bring your yard sale items.  (I better not see my Yankee Swap gift in there!) 
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On January 23, Sue Wilson will tell us about I Found a Quilted Heart, (IFAQH for short), This 
community of volunteers makes hearts to brighten the day of random strangers.  Hear about this 
international program and maybe you’ll make a heart and make a difference.  Details later. 

Mark your calendars for the Marge Tucker Trunk Show, Thursday, April 23 and Eel Grass and 
Eddies Workshop on Saturday, April 25. If you’ve wanted to learn curved piecing, here’s your 
chance.  Check out these samples that are sure to whet your appetite.  Details and sign-up in 
the next newsletter. 

                              

                     
 
  

            

Fran & Ellie 
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Outreach -  
 
Framingham Repair Cafe - For the last 9 months, I have helped to plan Repair Cafe Events in 
Framingham.  At these events, volunteers gather to repair items that people bring in to fix.  This 
helps keep stuff out of landfills, saves people money, and builds community.  One of the things 
that we do is mending of clothing.  We can always use a few more seamstresses, so if any of 
you can join us, that would be great!  The next event is Saturday, February 8, from 10-1, and 
First Parish, on the Framingham Common.  If you would like any additional information, please 
email marybeth.croci@gmail.com. 

Marybeth C 

 

 CLQ Bulletin Board                             
 

Newsletter editor’s note: The Bulletin Board is a place for posting quilt related items, such as up-
coming quilt shows, helpful quilting hints, sites of new quilt artists, and humor. Send to Barbara 
at bu.webweaver@gmail.com .   Please submit articles for the February 2020 newsletter by 
January 27, 2020. 
IF you know of any upcoming quilt shows in 2020, please email the particulars to Barbara:  
bu.webweaver@gmail.com    

 Second County Line Quilters Retreat    
(maximum 25) Deposit required to hold your space 
November 6-8, 2020 
The Incarnation Camp & Conference Center, Ivoryton, Conn. 
I 

 June 4-7, 2020 Retreat at the Franciscan Guest House, Kennebunkport, ME 

3 nights: Thursday – Sunday:  incl. B&D Friday, B,L&D Saturday, B&L Sunday,  
Single $ 396.12 
Double.  280.04 
Triple. Same price as double 

2 nights: Friday afternoon - Sunday afternoon 
Single $ 287.12 
Double 209.73 
Triple same price as the double 

Total 34 people max, guild members first guests if room available.  

 In clearing out my kitchen for our upcoming renovation project, we discovered some outdated 
phone books in our desk drawer. If anyone is interested in using them for foundation piecing, let 
me know. I will bring them to the meeting next week.   Wendy O. woeser@hotmail.com 

 Anyone interesting in a weekend away to sew or scrap (as in doing something creative with 
all your photos)?   Feb 7 - 9 in Duxbury, MA.at the Cedar Hill Retreat Center.  Contact Mary M 
for details if you are interested. mbmalette14@gmail.com 
 .    

 While trying to clear out and organize my “quilting studio”, I came across a binder full of old 
CLQ newsletters from the early 2000’s which I just had to look through. Lots of good quilting 
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hints & suggestions are still useful today.  But one series caught my eye.  Does anyone 
remember Liz Kaprielian’s melodrama, “As the Rotary Cutter Spins”?  It was published over 5 
months, and was such a fun read.  With Liz’s permission we are reprinting it again this spring, 
a mere 17 years later (how time does fly). My thanks to Liz, who found the files and saved me 
having to retype each installment. 

Check out the first chapter of “As the Rotary Cutter Spins” elsewhere in this issue.

 
 

 

Open Tuesday through Sunday, 10 AM - 4 PM - Admission $9 –  
Children under 12 are free of charge - Members enjoy free unlimited admission 

Current Events at the Museum 

THE COLORFUL WORLD OF PAT DELANEY 
  

December 3, 2019 – February 13, 2020 
  
Pat Delaney’s quilts are renowned for their vibrant colors, intricate 
details and complex patterns.Her work has won numerous 
awards and recognition from every major quilt 
organization in the United States.Among these are Best of Show 
at AQS QuiltWeek in Des Moines, Iowa (2013) and a First Place 
award at the International Quilt Festival in Houston, Texas 
(2011). 

The Stitched Narratives of Jennifer Regan 
On loan from the Burchfield Penney Arts Center, Buffalo, New York 

January 7 - April 4, 2020 
  
The New England Quilt Museum is proud to feature the works of Jennifer Regan (1934 – 
2016), who created more than one hundred story quilts or “stitched narratives” that 
incorporate storytelling and representational imagery. One of Regan’s earliest and most 
profound inspirations was Harriet Powers, former slave and maker of the extraordinary 
Pictorial Quilt, 1898.  
Over time Regan’s stitched narratives expanded to incorporate a multitude of influences 
and purposes. Her artworks intertwine the Italian Renaissance, Freudian psychology, pop 
culture, religion and poetry to explore her changing role in society. The 57 stitched 
narratives selected for this exhibition explore the tension between life’s dualities--
triumph and tragedy, mourning and celebration, death and rebirth--as a reminder that all 
these experiences can exist simultaneously throughout the feminine experience. 
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AS THE ROTARY CUTTER SPINS…… 
By Liz Kaprielian 
 
A thrilling monthly melodrama! This month, Episode 
1 is brought to you by the makers of “Quilt’n 
Crunchies” the favorite snack food of quilter’s 
worldwide. 
 
Cast of Characters:  
 Raven Blackstone 
 Dirk Blackstone 
 Nicole Champaign 
 Suzanne Chapeaux 
 Janice Wilcox 
 Patience Jones 
 Butch Green  
 
Dim light shines through the basement window of a 
church hall. It’s a cold night. A dark night. An hour 
earlier, several figures bundled in winter jackets 
scurried through a narrow entry door; most carrying 
large bundles. The gathering was a monthly ritual, 
steeped in tradition. It was.... (dramatic sound 
effect)… a QUILT GUILD!….where members 
gathered for support in their efforts to turn fabric 
addiction into fabric art.  
 
“How does she do it?” whined Suzanne Chapeaux to 
Nicole, her closest friend in the guild. “Beats me,” 
sighed Nicole, “but I’d love to find out and give it a 
whirl myself.”  
 
Two quilters in front of them held up a large quilt 
while Raven Blackstone, perfectly coifed and 
composed, explained how she designed the complex 
appliqué border to complement the interior sashed 
blocks. 
 
While Suzanne stared at the quilt in front of the 
group, Nicole looked down at the pile of piecework 
in her lap. She felt as if she worked on it constantly 
but finished few actual blocks. It was a puzzle to her. 
Especially since she wasn’t a beginner like Raven. 
 

A new comer to the guild, Raven seemed to live an 
enviously charmed life– always appropriate and 
available fabrics in her stash, a sewing machine that 
never jammed, tiny even quilt stitches, perfectly 
mitered corners, and Dirk, her hunk of a husband 
who seemed completely understanding and 
supportive. 
 
It was rumored she had a fabulous “quilting studio” 
though no member had, as yet, been invited to see it. 
It was enough to make beginners and advanced 
quilters alike pull pieced blocks apart in frustration. It 
all seemed to happen effortlessly for Raven. Large 
intricate and colorful quilts seemed to spill off her 
fingers. How did she do it? 
 
“Another queen-sized quilt in just under a month,” 
Patience Jones noted with a frown. She had 5 UFO’s, 
one in her lap right then, leftover from last year’s 
classes and workshops.  
 
“Yes! Isn’t it wonderful? She’s just such an 
inspiration!” gushed Janice Wilcox, a 10-year veteran 
who rarely finished any quilts. Patience grimaced and 
Suzanne rolled her eyes. 
 
Raven gave a cool smile to the group as her quilt was 
refolded and then handed back to her. Her eyes 
glittered. She knew they wondered how she did it, 
month after month, quilt after quilt.  “With a few 
adjustments in lifestyle, anyone can get this many 
quilts done,” she thought with glee. “It just takes 
commitment, dedication, and perhaps just a little help 
along the way.”  Her mind quickly skirted around the 
dark edge of what kind of “help” she received. 
 
She efficiently slid her quilt into a large project tote 
bag, scotch guarded, naturally. “Have to run girls,” 
she said, casually swinging the bag over her shoulder.  
“Dirk, is picking me up early.” She paused, smoothed 
a hand over her glossy dark bangs, “He’s taking me 
away for the weekend.” A few anonymous sighs 
rippled through the group. She gave a toothy smile, 
“He’s driving me to For Heaven’s Sake Quilting.” 
And with that she was out the door.  
 
Nicole looked down at her skimpy pile of patchwork 
and vowed that someday soon she would figure out 
how Raven did it. 
 
Wondering what Raven bought at Heaven’s 
Sake, if Suzanne will continue to whine, if 
Patience will develop some, or who the heck 
Butch Green is, then you won’t want to miss 
the next exciting installment of AS THE 
ROTARY CUTTER SPINS!

 


