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MAY MEETINGS ARE CANCELLED  
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President’s Message 
 

 

As I write this, I'm watching a teenager rollerblade up route 27 while a warm spring wind carrying the 
scent of freshly cut grass enters my sewing room through wide open windows. The finches chirp in the 
crab apple tree pregnant with what seems like thousands of blossoms about to be born. Spring is here 
despite the disruptions of a global pandemic. I'm grateful for the promise of spring but I'd be lying if I didn't 
admit to succumbing to occasional melancholy over the changes to our lives. Zoom meetings with family 
and friends just don't hold a candle to a warm embrace. But they will have to do for now.  

There will be no Guild meetings in May and we have had to cancel our Franciscan guest house (FGH) 
retreat in Maine this June. But we are so lucky to have received a full refund from the hotel in the mail this 
week. Your individual refund checks will be going out soon thanks to our amazing treasurer Deb. I have 
asked the FGH to reserve our spot for 2021 and we are still planning our Incarnation Center retreat this 
November in Connecticut. 

We are also fortunate to be planning our quilt show for March 20th 2021 under the inspired guidance of 
Mary Neely. By then there should be plenty of pent-up demand to attend quilting events in person. 

Until we can get together again, let's all choose to breathe in the joy and let go of the sadness as much as 
we can. 

Quilt healthy my friends, 
Brenda 
 
Election of Guild Officers 

Normally we would hold an election for our next year's officers at our May meeting. But these are not 
normal times. We can't get together in person but we can hold our election for next year via email. You 
may notice that most of the slate is made up of last year's officers who have agreed to stay on for another 
year out of the goodness of their hearts. Is there anyone who would like to volunteer for the following 
positions?  (please note that Quilt show chair will remain Mary Neely) 
If you wish to serve for a particular position please email brenwaber@gmail.com prior to May 15th. 
We can run an election via email in late May and reveal the final slate by the June newsletter. 

Slate of Officers and Chairs for 2020-2021  

President    Brenda Waber 
Vice president   Pauline Carlson 

 



 

 

Programs   Ellie Bernard and Fran Daneault 
Treasurer   Debra Hartman 
Membership   Jayne Todd 
Newsletter   Barbara Bradley 
Hospitality   Maureen Gibbons 
Webmaster   Sujatha Mizar 
Secretary   Mary Pat Bushart 
Outreach   Marybeth Croici 
Historian   Lia Altshuler 

Quilt Show Chair   Mary Neely 

  

 
 

Face Masks:                  

Marybeth sent out this update on Friday May 1st. 

We sent 12 more masks to A Place to Turn today for their employees, and learned that they would like to 
start to offer masks to clients when they pick up food.  This is a similar concept what Metro West Worker 
Center is going to at their distribution event this Sunday. 

A Place to Turn says that many of their clients do have masks, but not all.  They are requesting a few 
dozen adult masks and about 50 kids’ masks for next week.  We will deliver them on Monday. 
We have large inventory of adult masks, both men and women, at this time.  But I gave all of our kids’ 
masks to Metro West Worker Center.  That said, I don't think we will have any trouble getting to 50 by 
Monday.  As soon as I finish my Patriots batch, I'll switch gears to kids.  Maybe some others would like to 
do the same. 

I conversed with someone who is making kids masks and did a bit of googling.  It seems like the following 
might be good cut sizes for kids’ masks: 

 8x6 
 7x5 
 6x4 

I'm happy to make up kits for people who want to make kids masks but don't have fabric. 

This is an interesting trend with food pantries.  If you have done any of our food pantry outreach, perhaps 
you can contact them and see if they are interested in doing something like this.   

Marybeth 
 
Email Marybeth at  marybeth.croci@gmail.com for kits, elastic, questions, to alert her to a delivery.   

(In response to queries, Marybeth did some research on the elastic length for the children’s masks with 
these recommendations: 

 8x6     7" 
 7x5     6" 
 6x4     5" 

If you have any kids handy to try these out on, she would appreciate any feedback you could give her!) 
 
 



 

 

Kudos to the Maskmakers!! 

In case you didn't know, many of our members have been supporting both Frontline workers (nursing homes, police 
etc.) and the general community (restaurant workers, public housing) in Framingham (and beyond) by making more 
than 2600 masks as of this writing. Yes, that's the real number!   These Herculean efforts have been coordinated by 
our fearless outreach leader, Marybeth Croci. She is working with CLQG members, sewers from Days for girls, and 
others to provide masks to stop the spread of Covid 19. Her neighbors may be wondering about all the cars dropping 
off and picking up from her garage!  If you want to come by and pick up elastic and want to help make masks feel 
free to contact Marybeth. ( Marybeth.croci@gmail.com) 
I am in awe of Marybeth and her army of sewers with a can-do attitude that just doesn't quit! 

Brenda 
 
*MaryBeth received following note from Louise Murphy on Easter Sunday.   

Hello MaryBeth, 
May I ask you to forward this memo to all of the team = = 
Sending along my sincerest thank you to “the team” for helping me with my mask project in remembering 
the veterans at the VA Hospital in West Roxbury along with the workers.  Tomorrow I shall make 

delivery  of 215 masks along with 4 comforting quilts.  

Wishing all of you well as we continued this sensitive journey with the virus by making mask  in 
order to be safe. 
Take care, 
Louise 

Some of the masks ready for distribution:           

 
Raffle Quilt 
We are moving along with the Raffle Quilt and have collected a good assortment of blocks so far. The 
pattern we are using for the raffle quilt is ‘Arkansas Crossroads’ which gives a bold mosaic pattern.  We 
are using monochromatic jewel tone colors (light and dark) along with bright white fabric for the 
background. There is an attached file for the block layout. 

Below is a quick layout of the 45 blocks we have received so far. 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

CLQ Bulletin Board                             
 

Please submit articles for the June 2020 newsletter by May 25 to Barbara at 
bu.webweaver@gmail.com  This month, with spring quilt shows all cancelled, and we are 
sequestering at home, the bulletin board has some helpful suggestions for passing the time. 

 Suggested by Lia A.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrxJkVebwDI&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2u0_eSr7hxDy
2c_981XCzLPfoj4GzVg41ndHBf_FCytEdOuYZmO3JTHxU 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fT-h6BDiV50 

   A little something Brenda sewed from her stash this month, it hangs between two trees in front of her 
house for passersby.    
 

 

 
 

 From Brenda: Not sure if this link will work in the newsletter but it's really inspired and sweet. 
https://youtu.be/SrxJkVebwDI  “Mask Maker, Mask Maker” 
 

    
 

  and finally: “Don’t worry, it’s not hoarding if it’s fabric.” 



 

 

 
 
 
AS THE ROTARY CUTTER SPINS…… 
By Liz Kaprielian 
 
A thrilling monthly melodrama! This season finale is 
brought to you by “The Patchwork Road”. The 
preferred resource guide for quilters who travel. 
Find the best quilt store, fabric shop or local show in 
the next town you visit. Don’t hit the road without it! 
 
Cast of Characters:  
 Raven Blackstone 
 Dirk Blackstone 
 Nicole Champaign 
 Suzanne Chapeaux 
 Janice Wilcox 
 Patience Jones 
 Ginger Beckworth  
 
To anyone passing by the dormitory of the small 
community college, it looked as if everything had wound 
down for the evening. The gymnasium lights had been 
extinguished.  Lights in dorm rooms winked on and then in 
a little while went out. Faint echoes of laughter and chatter 
faded away into the evening quiet that seemed to deepen as 
the hours wore on. Yet quilters were still afoot at the 
mystery quilt get away… 

“Come on in!” Suzanne said in answer to the quiet knock. 
The door opened and Ginger poked her head around. “Do I 
smell hot chocolate?” she asked hopefully. She spied the 
box of Swiss Miss packets and slipped inside the room.  

Suzanne and Nicole sat cross legged on their respective 
beds, fabric strewn around them. “Pull up a chair, mix a 
cup and help us figure out an alternate color scheme to your 
mystery quilt,” Nicole said. “We love the quilt tops we’ve 
almost got done; now we’re thinking about doing a second 
planned one...and truth be known, we couldn’t sleep.” She 
picked up 2 fat quarters and moved them to a different pile 
beside her left knee. 

Ginger sank into a chair, stirring her cup. “I think you’re 
the only ones still up besides me.” She yawned and then 
blinked in surprise as the faint but distinctive whir of a 
sewing machine at full speed seeped into the room. 

Suzanne grimaced, “I was going to try and hit the hay in a 
few minutes. But someone’s still hard at it” she said 
jabbing a finger at the wall. “Who in the world has the 
room next door anyway? I got here late and just had time to 
toss my clothes in, head to the work room and catch up on 
the mystery.”  
 

Ginger blew on her hot chocolate, pondered for a moment 
and said, “That’s Raven’s room. And since she roomed 
alone, that must be her, busy as a bee.” Nicole stopped 
sorting fabric and looked up. “Really?” she said with a 
gleam in her eye and bounded off her bed. 

Nicole knocked on Raven’s door and without waiting for 
an answer, opened the door and stepped in. Ginger and 
Janice crowded in after her and then stopped in surprise. 

Raven was hunched in front of her sewing machine, the 
mystery quilt spilling off the side of the card table setup. 
Nicole could see the machine quilting was nearly done on it 
and in fact, on Raven’s bed was a partially completed 
second mystery quilt top. Startled Raven sprang to her feet, 
“Wha..what’s going on?” Suzanne and Ginger stood 
tongue-tied. Embarrassed and feeling like an idiot, Nicole 
blurted, “Do you know what time it is? How late it is?” 

Raven stood like a stone for a moment and then slowly her 
eyes filled with tears. “YES!” she yelled. Her face pink, 
tears spilling down her face, she threw up her hands and 
screamed “IT’S THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT!” She 
threw herself across her bed and pounded the pillow with 
her fists “AND I CAN’T SLEEP…I can’t ever sleep.”  

Stunned Nicole looked at Ginger and Suzanne. Raven was 
an insomniac! No wonder she could get so much quilting 
done. 

Suzanne sat on Raven’s bed and gave her a hug. “Honey, 
I’m sorry we burst in.” She rocked the weeping quilter and 
Ginger sat beside them and patted Raven’s hand. “We 
didn’t mean to upset you, or pry. Is there some way we can 
help?” Raven was hiccupping and crying and saying it was 
such a relief and also so scary that it was finally out. Dirk 
had suggested the mystery quilt weekend as a relaxing 
getaway, but he just didn’t understand, it didn’t work that 
way, and how embarrassing to be such a mess. 

Nicole felt awful. She hung back, ashamed. The mystery 
weekend had backfired in a big way for Raven. In the back 
of her mind Nicole noticed an edgy sweet smell that 
seemed familiar. Ginger gestured to Nicole and the tissue 
box on the desk. Nicole picked up the box and walked to 
the bed, her eyes down.  

As Raven plucked tissues from the box, Nicole registered 
the fact that there were 2 cases of “Spritz in Place” under 
the bed. That was the smell she recognized! She’d used it 
on her last project. The fumes had been a bit intense but it 
had kept her quilt sandwich in perfect alignment.  

Nicole was puzzled. Cases of spray basting glue? She 
looked around the room and saw a discarded can in the 
wastebasket, a can on the desk, and one beside the sewing 
machine that she idly picked up. Raven looked up and 
yelled “No!”  

Lunging for the can, Raven screamed “GIVE IT BACK” 
and wrenched it right out of Nicole’s hand. She cradled it 
protectively against her body and backed into a corner.  
They three women looked at each other in dismay. Raven 
thought her problem was insomnia. In fact she was a spray 
basting glue addict! What should they do! 

Next season on AS THE ROTARY CUTTER SPINS, 
Raven will confront her personal basting demons and guild 
members will face personal and quilting challenges of their 
own! Don’t miss it! 


